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WELCOME

Welcome to the April Learning on Country Newsletter!
Our schools are off to a busy start this year, with lots of diverse
activities planned and sharing of knowledge.
We hope you enjoy catching up on the progress and
achievements in our LoC sites.
Make sure to follow us on Facebook to receive weekly updates.

LoC Site Profiles
We are proud to be able to introduce each of the Learning on Country sites in the upcoming
editions of the LoC newsletter! Our first two sites to be featured are Borroloola and Angurugu /
Alyangula.

Borooloola

Name of School Borroloola School
Name of Ranger Group Garrwa, Waanyi Garrwa Rangers and Li-Anthawirriyarra Sea

Rangers.
What languages do you mainly We have 4 clan groups in Borroloola which are Yanyuwa, Garrwa,
speak in your community? Mara and Guadanji. Yanyuwa and Garrwa are the two main
languages spoken in the community.
How many people live in your Approximately 2000.

community?
When did the Learning on
Country Program start in your
community?
What does the Learning on
Country Program mean to your
community?
Why is the Learning on Country
Program important to your
community?
What type of Learning on
Country Program activities
happen at your community?

The Learning on Country Program commenced in Borroloola in
the second half of 2019.
It is about shared respect and meaning. Sharing of knowledge
and experience of living and working together through two-way
learning. Through two-way learning the LoC Program inspires
and empowers our students helping them to achieve their dreams
and goals successfully with confidence.
The Learning on Country Program benefits our students by
helping them engage with their own culture and identity, building
a stronger connection to land. It teaches all our students about
culture, tradition and language.
Women’s camps, Men’s camps, family fun days, weekly
classroom activities, local excursions, bush tucker collection, art,
traditional cooking, song and dance, kinship mapping, identity,
ceremonies, Rangers and their work, roles and responsibilities.

LoC Site Profiles
Angurugu / Alyangula

Name of School
Name of Ranger Group
What languages do you mainly
speak in your community?
How many people live in your
community?
When did the Learning on
Country Program start in your
community?
What does the Learning on
Country Program mean to your
community?
Why is the Learning on Country
Program important to your
community?
What type of Learning on
Country Program activities
happen at your community?

Angurugu Community School & Alyangula Area School
Anindilyakwa Land and Sea Rangers
Anindilyakwa
Angurugu – 800, Alyangula – 850
July 2015

LoC is an engaging program that allows students to get out on
country and learn about traditional cultural practices and modern
resource management.
It is directed by the community for the community, and it allows
Elders to teach their young people what they value as important
education.
School camps, visits to the Oyster Farm, Maritime program,
cultural stories and dance, bush medicine, marine debris clean
ups and lots more.

Gunbulunya - Learning About the Cycle of Life and Wellbeing

Gunbulunya students start the school year a
little early each year, and this year preparations
were in place early to help the school and
students work and operate as normal as
possible through COVID, to make sure 2022 was
a strong and smooth start.
Learning on Country in Term One in Gunbulunya
was mostly delivered with in-class activities with the
theme of Me and My Body.
Students learnt andtalked about healthy eating,
mental health and how the food we eat keeps our
body strong and healthy.
Gunbulunya LoC Coordinator Helena Wauchope
said that the teachers worked with students to
understand the importance of good hand hygiene,
and how to combine and use western soaps with
bush medicines to help protect from COVID and
other sickness. “Bininj people have traditional
knowledges about how to care for sick people and
use medicines from country. Sickness can be in
body and mind, and there are ways for healing both
and knowing names and functions of parts of the
bodies is important in learning about how sickness
affects the body and what to do to recover. Bininj
people believe that wellbeing is improved through
strong thinking, connection to family and country,
and protection and warmth through shelter, bedding,
clothes and food” she said.
Term 2, and the end of the wet season is typically
represented by the abundance of dragonflies in the
air. On the Bininj seasonal calendar this is the best
time for bush tucker and hunting as the country is
full of new life. There are traditional rules to follow
about fishing practices or how many goose eggs

can be taken, so the cycles of life are not disrupted.
Knowledge of the life-cycles of plants and animals is
important for sustainability. The cycle of life includes
food chains and how each plant and animal fits into
the story of the country.
“Bininj people are very observant, noticing all the
details of daily change in the living things and link
this to the time of year as a living calendar,” said
Helena.
As the rains finish and the water becomes still,
the waterways and countryside come alive with
insects. Many insects, such as dragonflies, spend
part of their life cycle in the water, and form
part of the ecosystem that supports frogs, fish,
spiders and other small animals. Students will
explore the important role tiny animals play in food
chains and plant life cycles. Using microscopes,
magnifying glasses, cameras and iPads to make
close observations of the activities and life cycles
of different insects, students will create detailed
information texts by describing these animals and
their place in our environment. LoC students will
investigate important issues in biosecurity such
as loss of bee populations, impact of introduced
species such as Salvinia weed and use of weevils
for control, the danger of fire ants or murder
hornets, and importing insects as future food
supplies. Students will take their on-country
learnings and design skills to create models of
insect traps that could catch introduced species,
and construct homes for the insects who help us
like native bees. They will also be creating exciting
narrative stories and poems through print and digital
media.

Milingimbi – Following the Seasons on Country

Milingimbi Learning on Country
Program Students have a busy
year ahead for 2022, working
alongside the Crocodile Island
Rangers, students will have
the opportunity to learn many
different things.

of Dharrratharra’mirri, as the
floodplains have dried up and the
big tides come in, and students
will learn how to make traditional
fish traps. With a focus around
seafoods, students will learn
about trapping, moon cycles,
weather patterns and shellfish.
This is a time where Guku can
be harvested, and students
will navigate around the island
mapping different locations of
beehives, they will count and
record hive sizes, locations,
and types. The term will finish
with a camp at a nearby island
where students can choose a
conservation project to undertake.

in the 70s, and where many of the
LoC cultural advisors once went to In term 4, students will start to
prepare for the wet season ahead.
school.
Now is the time to look at the
In Term 2, students will follow the shorebirds which have flown in
season of Midawarr and have a
from across the world to feed.
look at all the fruiting plants as
Students will identify different
well as the ground vegetables
shorebirds, count numbers and
such as Ganguri and Djitama,
Learning on Country Coordinator
record locations, and there will
and students will look in the
Marcus Vesper explains that the
be a specialised camp for some
freshwater pools for Dirrpu, a root students to work alongside the
Learning on Country Program
connects Yolngu Elders, Rangers, bulb that can be eaten on coals.
Rangers in doing surveys. As we
schoolteachers and students from Understanding the billabongs
move closer to the wet, the plants
helps students to learn about
the whole community.
that the students propagated
ecosystems and food chains,
in Term 2 as a part of the CLM
“The LoC Program is significantly
using their revision journals to
studies, will now be ready to plant.
important because it provides
illustrate. Students then move on
Students will learn about plant
the base for positive cultural
to learning about sea health and
diseases and work alongside the
and curriculum based learning
students will have the opportunity Rangers to do community surveys
opportunities.” said Marcus.
to do day trips on boats to collect
and plant host mapping. Students
Marcus provided an overview
and record marine debris and
will be journaling the locations of
of just some of the activities
also do water sampling. This time planted trees and scheduling plant
taking place this year. In Term
of year also includes learning
maintenance timetables. There
1, students learnt about the
about turtles, and students will
will be a few day trips to nearby
season Mayaltha, the flowers
participate in a 3-day camp at
islands during term 4.
that are growing and what plants
Murrunga Island to research turtle
“The Rangers play a crucial role
to keep a watch out for. This is
nest health. We will hopefully
in supporting the development
the time to have a look at weeds,
have a tracker placed on a turtle
of students in the LoC Program.
working alongside the Rangers
so we can follow its journey back
From cultural knowledge to
the students were taught to
in the classroom. Also in term 2,
environmental science-based
identify and remove invasive weed students will be engaging with
knowledge, students learn how
species throughout the island.
Conservation Land Management
to connect with the land whilst
Students learnt about wet season (CLM) looking at the core
shelters and the birds that arrive
subjects of plant propagation and learning how to protect it from
potential threats and invasive
with the changing of season.
nurseries.
species,” said Marcus.
There was a day trip to nearby
Term 3, student activities will
Rapuma Island where students
move along with the season
saw an old missionary school built

Farewell to LoC Galiwin’ku Cultural Advisor
Dhämbiŋ Burarrwaŋa
their relationship to Country, to sea, to the
freshwater, to the bush.

“It’s important our children know their
Country” said Dhämbiŋ Burarrwaŋa, long
term Cultural Advisor at Galiwin’ku.
Dhämbiŋ moved to Galiwin’ku as a teenager
where she went to school and spent a lot of
time exploring and learning about the flowers
and plants, the seasons, animals, fish and
Maypal (shellfish).
When she left school, Dhämbiŋ began to work
at the Gracella Sewing Centre with sister
Buṯanbil, and later became a teacher and
worked on the Homelands at Maṯa-maṯa, and
then in Galiwin’ku as a teacher, and for the
Red Cross and Yalu. At Yalu, she taught young
women how to be better mothers with the
Indigenous parenting service, and also worked
for Galiwin’ku Women’s Space doing volunteer
work for the family violence group. Later
Dhämbiŋ started work as a Miyalk (female)
Ranger and then doing the school outreach
work, teaching children about their Country,
before starting as the Cultural Coordinator for
the Learning on Country Program in 2016.
Dhämbiŋ said the Learning on Country
Program is a way to teach children about

“I can talk to them about their relationships
to the animals, plants, birds, and fish of the
Country they live in. I can tell them about the
seasonal availability of bush resources and
the return of certain kinds of animals in the
year. I tell children about when to light fires and
whose Country it is. Most importantly I teach
children about their relationship to each other
and the Country that they live on.”Dhämbiŋ
explained that all of the different Countries
have stories and languages and colours and
dances and ceremonies.
“These dances and ceremonies and colours
are linkages that tie all the people of this place
together and to the land. It is a network of
links to our ancestors and their stories and
their creations that make us all one people. It
is these understandings about the importance
of our myths, legends, languages that are so
critical at this time. This is the work that I do
because I understand how important it is to be
related to Country and to know the stories of
Country” said Dhämbiŋ.

Four more CEM Graduates for Laynhapuy
Laynhapuy Homelands School students
had a fantastic Makarraṯa Senior Years
Learning Camp at Garrthalala recently. 30
students attended over four days and were
able to make excellent progress on their
NTCET subjects including English, Maths,
Community Connections (Creative Art)
and Community Connections (Learning on
Country).
Learning on Country Coordinator Zach
O’Conner said the fortnightly camps are a
great way to combine on country learning
and cultural activities with formal learning and
outcomes in the classroom. “The Garrthala
Camps include a structured learning program
during the day as well as hunting trips for blood
muscles and fish, music activities and social
games of footy on the airstrip”.
Four LoC students officially completed their
Certificate II in Conservation and Ecosystem
Management.
Congratulations to Lawawa, Dhuŋgala, Vernon
and Rumbu for becoming CEM Graduates!
It was also a valuable opportunity for three
trainee rangers who spent the day with LoC
Coordinators and Banul Munyarryen Rangers
learning how to identify and spray weeds, and
how to use the equipment safely and properly.
LoC team member Gathapura Mununggurr
is not only a LoC teacher but also a talented
musician, so the students are able to enjoy jam
sessions with our budding Makarraṯa band.

Shepherdson College LoC Program
reconnects students with spiritual
Homelands
A long standing vision from Shepherdson
College’s Learning on Country program
came to fruition at the end of Term 4 last
year, as 20 students from Galiwin’ku
attended two separate Homelands camps to
Maṯa Maṯa and Nyinyikay.
The size of the Galiwin’ku community means
that a wide range of language groups and
clans are represented in the student population
at school, with the majority of students’
homelands located off-island, on the mainland.
Homeland trips have proven to be an essential
and valuable component in best supporting the

cultural learning of all students on our island.
Traditional owners and senior members of
the Galiwin’ku community believe students’
visits to their Homelands help them “develop
a stronger sense of identity” and “make
constructive choices in the future”. Preliminary
data shows students who attended each camp
have recorded an improvement in school
attendance and classroom engagement in the
weeks following each camp.
Read the full story and see more photos on the
Learning on Country website.

