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At the end of last month the Learning on Country Program (LoC) reached another
milestone - the 50th Steering Committee meeting!

Held over two days in Darwin, the meeting saw representatives from each of the 15 participating
communities attend and provided the important opportunity for the LoC Steering Committee and
Coordinators to come together for knowledge and ideas sharing. These meetings allow representatives
to review all areas of the Program, discuss highlights and challenges, receive updates on monitoring
and evaluation processes and outcomes, and celebrate the wins.

As part of the November Meeting Agenda, there were discussions around the
role of special advisors, training and development opportunities and priorities,
and the Monitoring and Evaluation Pilot Projects. Updates were provided by
the Principals Network, the LoC Coordinators Network and the Program
Management team, and attendees were able to reflect on the year past, and
plan for the year to come. 

We look forward to connecting with you all again in 2023! 

Read on to learn about some of the recent activities and 2022 highlights
of our LoC communities.



Looking to the future...
Career's Expo at Boroloola

“The jobs expo was a great opportunity to engage with the
Borroloola community and potential job seekers in a relaxed
setting and talk about any current or future job opportunities
available for our senior students. We also had workshops and
demonstrations throughout the day” - Local Learning on
Country Program Coordinator Stephanie Anderson 

Many of the senior cohort have completed various VET certificates
and competencies throughout the year and are now ready to
pursue new job opportunities on completion of the school year.

Have you seen the Borroloola Career Expo video? Click here
or visit https://learningoncountry.com/news-events/  

Borroloola School hosted a Careers Expo giving students the opportunity to learn about a wide
variety of industries and occupations, and speak with industry professionals about potential job
pathways. Students were able to take part in activities with the local Rangers, they learnt how to fly a
drone and use a fire extinguisher, did an arts workshop and had a game of football.

https://learningoncountry.com/news-events/


See an operating studio at Yolngu Radio
Have a yarn with Police about behind the scene operations and some of the day
to day workings of the Police Station
Worked with the Yirralka Rangers to collect the Balarrwalarr plant for distilling
into essential oils. 
Get a behind the scenes view of the Golf Club restaurant 
Heard from two Gapuwiyak locals about their experience working for Rio Tinto in
the Nhulunbuy Mine.

Students were able to; 

Out and About...
Gapuwiyak students visit Nhulunbuy

Gapuwiyak School's Ratjuk Class (Years 9 and 10) spent 3 days Nhulunbuy, visiting range
of organisations to give them an introduction to the variety of career opportunities they may
pursue when they complete school. 

Student Nicole Guyula said "I liked the Police Station. This is my dream job", while class mate Steven
Wunungmurra enjoyed learning how to broadcast music on air and speak on the radio. It was an
inspiring trip and really got students thinking about their interests and strengths, and the opportunities
and potential in life after school.



Getting creative...
T-Shirt making with bush dye in Angurugu

Early this month Angurugu School students worked with Groote Eylandt's
Anindilyakwa Arts to make their own bespoke t-shirts and hats using
all natural bush dyes.

The students were shown which plants to collect to make the dye, and chose other
leaves, sticks and flowers to make patterns and shapes on the fabric.

Leaving the material wrapped up soaking in the bush dye, then allowing
to dry, the results are one of a kind! 



Gone campin'

Students were shown how to set traps and collect DNA samples from
animals and helped the University researchers document the names and
stories of local species for their work on the production of a Yolngu Field
Guide.

This work enabled Senior Secondary students enrolled in Conservation and
Eco-System Management (CEM) courses to complete their Certificate III in
Animal Handling.

Galiwin'ku students' Biodiversity Camp
A highlight of the year for the Galiwin'ku School's LoC students was the Biodiversity Camp.
40 secondary students worked alongside Gumurr Mathakal Rangers and researchers from
Macquarie University to observe and assess species diversity around Wadanga'yu,
Nangapurra and Ganawar.



International history... 
Yirrkala students study the Macassans
Over the course of 2022, Yirrkala's LoC students learnt about the history of the
Yolngu people's relationship with Macassan people. 

Makassar is a city on the Indonesian island of South Sulwesi. The Macassan people have a
long history of trade with the Yolngu people, and Yirrkala students learnt about this
relationship and visited sites of significance to the Maccasan and Yolngu people. Sites such
as the Wurrwurrwuy Stone Pictures show Macassan themes, and students took a number of
boat trips to historic Macassan camping and trepang processing sites. CEM Unit students
conducted risk assessment work and discussed ways to protect fish and other marine life
habitats.

Accompanied on these trips by Yolngu Nyalapal'mi (Elders), students combined their
international studies with local learning, having Elders teach them place names and share
stories of their connection to the land and sea. It was a great opportunity for students to
discover new places, and to also reinforce the connection between classroom learning and
learning on country.



The story of Lunygurruma...
Laynhapuy & Gapuwiyak LoC visit Gurrumuru 
Laynhapuy Homelands and Gapuwiyak Homelands LoC participants hosted a 
culture workshop in Gurrumuru homeland which took place over 4 days. 

Around 130 students, staff and community members cam together to learn the songline,
dance and story of the Lunygurrma - the north wind.

The Lunygurrma is a Yirritja songline sung by the Dhal'wanyu clan, and senior elders and
rangers passed on their knowledge of this to students across the 4 days on Gurrumuru
country.

Workshop activities also included hunting for yams and fish, and walking the floodplains
where different types of water and clan lands come together making a culturally significant
site, and very interesting to explore.

Students wrote interview questions about Lunygurrma, leadership and homelands life which
they posed to the Elders, then wrote a journal entry to reflect on their learning.

Big thanks to Wanya and Watanyu and Djunygaya for the Gurrumur experience, and to
Yirralka Rangers and school staff for making the event possible.



The final LoC excursion for Ramingining's Wejti Class (Years 7 & 8) was the CSIRO's Black
Wattle Project. 

The Black Wattle or acacia auriculiformis is considered a noxious weed in the USA and is causing
problems for biodiversity in the Florida Everglades in southern America. Seeds from the Black Wattle
tree were taken back to the USA some decades ago by staff from an American owned station near
Murwangi, about 40 minutes from Ramingining.

CSIRO scientists are researching native insects that kill the Black Wattle so they can offer Florida a
non-chemical solution to eradicate the imported Black Wattle.

The Black Wattle tree in Florida...

Ramingining and CSIRO conduct research for USA

CSIRO's Jon Schatz enlisted the help of Traditional Owner Gary
Smith and Ramingining's Wejti Class to collect insects that
populate the Wattle Trees on Gatji and Galawjaptin Country so
they can be studied. 

Students learnt species identification, sample recording and how
to safely send samples back to CSIRO Labs.

LoC Students also took the time to teach Jon how to use the
Black Wattle seeds to mix into a soapy lather which is used as a
natural bush soap.





Thanks to all for a great year.

See you in 2023!


